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PASSAGE
FESTIVAL 2025
IN NUMBERS

28 JULY - 2 AUGUST | I N HELSI NGZR CI TY,
HOUSI NG AREAS AND SURROUNDI NGS

238 Showings
141 Artists
19 Professionals

45 Different performances and Workshops
20 Ticket performances
25 Free performances

41 Theatre Companies
16 Danish

25 International

2 Scandinavian, apart from the Danish
3 Catalonian

20 Other nationalities

50+ Volunteers
12 PASSAGE Summer Camp participants

48 Locations

1 City

5 Towns

4 Housing Areas

2 DOCUMENTATI ON Passage Festival 2025 DOCUMENTATI ON Passage Festival 2025 3



I have never been “into” dance performances UNTIL now! A - fl bl k
Thank you, it was amazing. Beautiful.. just beautiful! n I n ata e a rtwo r P a CO nte m po ra ry
Visitor feedback, Passage Festival - -

dance piece and new partnerships

Architects of Air (UK) has created monumental luminariums
since 1992, constructed as interactive sculptures of air, light
and colour. Through new collaborations, they opened their
brand new MYRIAD LUMINARIUM up for choreographer
Thomas Bentin’s artistic inspiration and went on tour.

STELLA UTERO was a site-specific dance performance by chore-
ographer Thomas Bentin (DK), created for and within the 900 m2
MYRIAD LUMINARIUM by Architects of Air (UK).

The project was made possible through collaborations between
between the artists and organizationally between Teaterforeningen
Lolland, Kege Kommune, and Passage Festival. Three organizers,
with different resources, and objectives, ranging from urban devel-
opment to community-building.

Across the three cities, the luminarium attracted more than 12,000
visitors and 800 audience members for the contemporary dance
performance. What is often considered niche and appealing to a
small, specialised audience, experienced overwhelming interest

A demonstration of what partnerships can do, but also of how a
festival context can open experimental performing arts to a much
broader public.

Stella Utero is produced by Passage Festival with support from the Danish
Arts Foundation

STELLA UTERO | Thomas Bentin (DK) i MYRIAD LUMINARIUM | Architects of Air (UK)
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The festival as audience developer

Performing arts festivals bring art to people who might not otherwise seek it out -
and give artists new audiences to engage with.

The Independent

GribGruppen (DK) premiered Requiem for Paper? in
June 2025, as part of the regular theatre season by Hel-
singgr Teater and Gribskov Teater. Attracting both audi-
ences and press proved challenging. Just weeks later,
within Passage Festival, the same performance sold out,
several shows even before the festival began.

The context makes the difference: A festival unites diver-
se works and audiences in an open, informal framework,
where curiosity replaces expectations. At Passage
Festival, experimental, abstract, and popular performan-
ces share the same public spaces, inviting spontaneous
encounters. This broadens both access and engagement,
and transforms the reach of performing arts.

Performing Arts Field

The interest from the independent performing arts field in creating and presenting work in public

space continues to grow in Denmark - as does the wish to participate in Passage Festival.

Artists who have received
public production or devel-
opment funding often lack
opportunities to test and
present their work.

Passage Festival not only
offers visibility to an extended
audience, but knowledge and
experience developed over
two decades of working with
theatre in public space.

Combined with the festival's
strong local partnerships,
makes it possible to realise
works that would otherwise
struggle to find a stage.

(Grand|Danois]l!
[DYNAMOL+]
[CirkusGrandDanois](DK)

Tabt Titel | Moribund (DK)



The Importance of Arts Funding

Passage Festival relies on additional support from
cultural foundations to realise a number of per-

formances.
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With support from Augustinusfonden and Knud
Hgjgaards Fond, we presented Le Sacre and Les
Planétes by La Ville en Feu (FR) - two innovative,
physical choral works in which ten performers
brought classical compositions into the streets
through energetic, contagious, and physically
expressive a cappella interpretations combined
with contemporary dance.

Barcelona and the Catalan region are major centres

for performing arts in public space. With support
from the Institut Ramon Llull for Catalan arts and

culture, Passage Festival was able to present three

Catalan companies: Los Galindos, Llum de Fideu,
and Fadunito.

With support from the Flanders Arts Institute, we
presented Ballroom by Post Uit Hessdalen (BE).

Shared knowledge & networks

Creating, collecting and sharing knowledge on the role of performing arts in public spa-

ce happens in both local, national and european networks and projects

Passage Festival is one of five case studies in a
national study exploring what art actually does
for people who encounter it in shared public
spaces. The Role of Art in Public Space by the
Danish Institute for Cultural Analysis and the
Bikuben Foundation is the first Danish syste-
matic study about how audiences experience
temporary art activities in public space. This
knowledge is important, as it can provide insight
into how performing arts festivals contribute to
inclusion, local development, and the role of the
arts in democratic participation.

How is performing art experienced when it mo-
ves out of the theatre and into a shopping centre,
a city street, or the shared lawn of a housing area
— when audiences might encounter it unexpec-
tedly during everyday activities?

The final analysis will be published early 2026.

Creation, collection and sharing of knowledge
happens both locally and internationally, through
projects such as Kunst pa Banen and Kunsten at
Trives, and through European projects and net-
works including Hand to Hand, Green Streets of
Europe, EFFEA, Perform Europe, Circostrada,
ITER, and the Baltic Nordic Circus Network.

Sfumato
| Llum de Fideu (CAT)
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Sustainability in the field
of performing arts

“One early, rainy morning I locked eyes with a snail. One late morning | balanced with a stick. One afternoon
I hugged trees, and in a blissful moment of sunshine | felt the power of community.”

Anne Liisberg, iScene.

Art reflecting on sustainability, climate an co-existence has
become an integral part of the Passage Festival program.
These performances and projects offer different formats
than we are used to, examining perspectives on relations
with the planet, local life and art. They include Green Stre-
ets of Europe project, Perform Europe supported projects
and independent performances, this year such as Sfumato

LEAD PARTNER
Passage Festival,
Denmark

PARTNERS
Imaginarius
Portugal

KoresponDance
Czech Republic

Spancirfest
Croatia

Co-funded by
the European Union

by Llum de Fideu (CAT), Simply Treeming by BabaFish Asbl
(BE) and Definition of an artwork as an act of trust in the
audience by Limmédiat (FR). This perspective was also a
part of this year’s Passage EXTRA - Performing Landsca-
pes Helsinggr. A collaboration between Passage Festival
and Metropolis Festival.

GREEN STREETS OF EUROPE

International touring is essential to make
vibrant artistic experiences accessible not
only in Europe’s major cities but also in
smaller towns and rural areas. Yet con-
ventional touring practices carry a signifi-
cant environmental cost. Green Streets of
Europe (2023-2025) seeks to rethink these
models, shifting focus from the artistic
product to the process - for the festivals,
the artists, and the local communities and
audiences that sustain them.

Through residencies, four European festi-
vals collaborate with artists to explore new
ways of prudcing, touring and presenting
art. At this year’s Passage Festival we pre-
sented three work demonstrations, devel-
oped with local knowledge and participants.

PERFORM EUROPE

Perform Europe is an EU-funded
project aimed to rethink how per-
forming arts works are presented
across borders in a more inclu-
sive, sustainable and balanced
way by testing new touring and
distribution practices and provi-
ding policy recommendations for
a future EU support scheme.

Resisting Extinction by Body-
Cartography (NO) and Manual
of Adaptation to the Planet by
LUIT (FR) were supported by this
project.

Perform Europe is funded by the Creative
Europe Programme of the European
Union and co-managed by a Consortium
of 5 organisations: IETM - International
network for contemporary performing
arts, the European Festivals Association
(EFA), Circostrada, EDN - European
Dancehouse Network, and IDEA Consult.



Audience

MDR - Death from laughter | Los Galindos (CAT)

Perhaps, Perhaps... Quizas |
Chula the Clown (FI/MX)
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Diversity in the festival program attracts
a diverse audience.

The diversity of the festival programme attra-
cts a diverse audience. Because Passage Fe-
stival takes place in public space, its audience
naturally reflects the city itself - locals and
tourists, families and passers-by, the curious
and even the reluctant. Everyone contributes
to the shared experience that unfolds here
and now — in this exact moment, together.

This year, a few performances created that
sense of togetherness for many new audien-
ces through masterful clowning:

Perhaps, Perhaps... Quizas by Chula the
Clown (FI/MX) sold out on opening night and
drew an unusually high number of single-tick-
et buyers, many of whom were drawn in
simply by the festival’'s main image: a captiva-
ting poster.

MDR - Death from Laughter by Los Galindos
(CAT), returned to the festival and quickly
became a word-of-mouth phenomenon from
previous spectators before the festival, and
several spectators came back to see it again.

Artists like these are widely recognised
across Europe but remain less so in Den-
mark, where genres such as clowning are
often underestimated. At Passage Festi-
val, they meet an open audience — one
that chooses curiosity over convention.

Perhaps, Perhaps... Quizas |
Chula the Clown (FI/MX)

Volunteers

Our volunteers should have
a sense of community, ow-
nership, and shared expe-
rience. We especially focus
on involving young people in
creating the festival through
our Passage Summer Camp.

12 young participants from across
Europe joined our international
Passage Summer Camp this year,
participating in the community of
making the festival.

The local theatre and music
group for children and young
people, Ragnarock were involved
in creating the performance
Sfumato by Llum de Fideu (CAT),
together with several individual
local participants.

Our local volunteers are an
important part of making the
festival happen.

In 2025, our volunteers were
supported by SJF Bank and Spar
Nord

Summer Camp | Volunteers

Passage Summer Campers taking a break

Volunteers from the music & theatre
group Ragnarock participating in
Sfumato
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PRESS

Collaborations across Denmark and Sweden
ensure broad and varied press coverage — from
local stories celebrating street theatre initiatives
to critical reflections on the festival's community
impact and artistic outlook

The theatre-focused website SCENEBLOG.DK published a
review of the festival as a whole, with particular attention
to Stella Utero.

The festival collaborated with ISCENE.DK, the national

online news media for performing arts, on articles and

reportages, while their journalists published reviews of
Danish performances.

Regional news media from TV 2 covered both the festival
and the touring installation MYRIAD LUMINARIUM, there-
by extending the festival's visibility beyond North Zealand
to audiences across the entire region.

6 Helsingor

Teater i alle
gader og straeder

Helsinger: Passage Festival har hele ugen sorget
for at fylde Helsingor med usaedvanlige syn.

TV2 KOSMOPCL

“Once again, the festival deserves
credit for activating different parts

of the city and (...) involving citizens
directly in performances that, with
simple means, spark reflection among both
partici pants and audi ences.”

Anne Liisberg, |scene.dk

TV2 @&5T

Regional news media from TV 2 covered
both the festival and the touring installation
MYRIAD LUMINARIUM, thereby extending
the festival's visibility beyond North Zea-
land to audiences across the entire region.
TV2 @ST followed 9-year-old Kastanje and
her grandmother into Myriad Luminarium
in Nakskov: “It looks a bit like a beach ball
with its shape and colours... | could fall asleep
here if | wanted. It feels calm”, Kastanje said.
“If I'd seen this before, it would 100 percent
have been in a movie”.

SOCIAL MEDIA

Passage Festivals social media channels are used as a deliberate, creative tool rather than a polis-
hed showcase. This reflects the festival's aim to foster encounters between audiences, citizens and
artists. Open, accessible, and in the same spirit as street theatre itself.

It is used both to communicate performances and practical information and as a platform for the artists through
artist takeovers, with full freedom to decide how and what they share, offering audiences an informal, be-
hind-the-scenes insight. Moreover, it invites active participation, allowing audiences to share their own experien-
ces, recommendations, and moments of community.



Find more photos at Flickr
www.flickr.com/photos/passagefestival/albums

See videos at Vimeo
www.vimeo.com/helsingorteater

Simply Treeming | BabaFish Asbl (BE)
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TOURING

Through collaborations with cultural organizations in Denmark

and Sweden, international artists are given the opportunity for

multiple shows and regional touring. This creates a more sustai- 4 -

nable and appealing model for both artists and presenters both a

financially, and in terms of reducing our shared environmental ,
Y

footprint,

DENMARK
Bornekulturhuset Sokkelundlille, Kebenhavn
Esbjerg Kommune
Kulturstationen Vanlgse
Teatret Masken, Nykebing Falster \
Odsherred Teater , Nykgbing Sjeelland,

a
Randers Festuge
Roskilde Teater
Skive Teaterkreds
Teater Vesthimmerland

SWEDEN

Barnens Scen, Malmo
Bjuv Kommun
Hdgands Kommun
Visit Lund
Angelholms kommun

s Odsherred 7

Teater inviterer til nycirkus-dage
med klovneri og gogl

Nykebing: Oplev gratis nycirkus og koncerter for born, nir Odsherred Teater byder pa klovneri,
akrobatik og musikalske oplevelser.
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PASSAGE 2025 - THANK YOU

Aktivitetsudvalget Vapnagaard + Barnens Scen, Malmg + Bella Center + Boliggarden + Bjuv Kommun + Bgrnekulturhuset
Sokkelundlille + Bgrnekulturhus Amar + Bgrnenes Hus + Center for By, Land og Vand, Helsinggr Kommune + Danhostel
Helsinggr + Ellekildehave + Esbjerg Kommune + Espergaerde Centret + Flynderupgard + Frivilligcenter Helsinggr +
Gatuteaterfestivalen i Halmstad + Helsinggrs Boligsociale Helhedsplan + Helsinggr Bycenter + Helsinggr Havne +
Helsinggr Handel + Helsinggr Kirkegard + Helsinggr Kommunes Biblioteker + Helsinggar Stift + Hornbaek Bibliotek +
Hornbzek Handel og Turisme + Hotel Hornbaekhus + Hoganas Kommun + Imaginarius + Internationella + Korespon-
Dance + Klimahave3000 + Kulturhus Nordvest + Kulturhus Syd + Kulturhuset Bglgen + Kulturstationen Vanlgse + KUTO

+ Kgge Kommune + Naturstyrelsen + Nordsjzellands Park og Vej + Odsherred Teater + Randers Kommune + ROOM 100 +
Roskilde Teater + Rolighedsparken + Sct. Mariae Sogns menighedsrad + Sct. Olai Kirke + Spancirfest + Skive og Omegns
Teaterkreds + Skolen i Bymidten + Snekkersten Havn + Sgren Flor + Teater Vesthimmerland + Teaterforeningen Lolland +
Teatret Masken + Teknologisk Institut + Visit Lund AB + Angelholm Kommun + ZeBU + Ejerne af Stephen Hansens palae +

all the amazing volunteers!
Co-funded by
the European Union
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KULTUR ISCENE

VERFTET

KUNSTNERISK LEDER Jens Frimann Hansen

FESTIVALLEDER Trine Heller Jensen

EU-PROJEKTER + STRATEGISKE SAMARBEJDER Heidi Johanne Engsig
ADMINISTRATOR Lisa Trolle Schwartz

FESTIVALPRODUCENT + TURNEKOORDINATOR Maria Suh
FUNDRAISING Freja Vigdis Steehr

KOMMUNIKATIONSANSVARLIG Camilla Hasseriis Dietz
KOMMUNIKATIONSMEDARBEJDER + BILLETSALG Ida Bechmann Bjgrn
+ Louise Holst Sgrensen

WEBREDAKTION Rasmus Seye

HOSTING + BOLIGOMRADER: Stine Ebbesen

KOORDINATOR, FRIVILLIGE Anja Paulick

KOORDINATOR, INTERNATIONALE FRIVILLIGE Laura Viltoft
PRODUKTIONSLEDER René Frisch Rasmussen

TEKNISK TEAM Karl Sgrensen + Sgren Holstebro + Sofie Nielsen +
Oliver Tgt Munch

FESTIVALKONTOR Anette Nissen + Lisa Trolle Schwartz

OUTDOOR + DISTRIBUTION Esben Mgller + Albert Nepper + Laura Viltoft +
Mateo Del Campo

SUPERMZND Jgrgen Mikkelsen + Gaston Nielsen +

Jonathan Segev Jgrgensen, Marko Demydko

PRODUCENTER Trine Fritzbgger + Lilja Bjarmarsson + Alberto Coves +
Michelle Bruun Buurskov + Signe Weber + Josephine Tilsted +

Esra Salebci + Katrine Hiittemeier

GRAFISK DESIGN L-grafikdesign.com

X
 HELSINGZR TEATER

HELSINGOR TEATER
Strandgade 72

3000 Helsinggr
info@helsingor-teater.dk
www.helsingor-teater.dk
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SEE YOU AGAIN NEXT YEAR!
27. JULY - 1. AUGUST 2026

WWW.PASSAGEFESTIVAL.KU

FACEBOOK + INSTAGRAM
@PASSAGEFESTIVAL
HPASSAGEFESTIVAL
H#PASSAGEFESTIVAL2025




