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In 2026, Helsingør celebrates the 600th anniversary of its charter as a market town - a city shaped by trade, encounters between people, and connections to the wider world. Naturally, Passage Festival will also celebrate this: Through the eyes of artists and new perspectives that reveal how past and present reflect one another - and how the human desire for beauty, pleasure, and greatness carries a cost. 
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			SILK. SUGAR. SAND 
by Marie Dahl Assembly (DK)
Thursday 30 July 18:00 | PREMIERE
Friday 31 July 18:00 + 21:00
Saturday 1 August 15:00 + 18:00
The Culture Yard, Helsingør
DURATION: 70 min. | AGE: From 14 years | LIBRETTO: ENGLISH
A sensory vocal work about raw materials, colonial history and global trade 

A grain of sand, a lump of sugar, and a thread of silk. Three materials that have shaped trade, power, and human lives across continents and millennia.
Silk. Sugar. Sand is a new vocal work by Marie Dahl Assembly, featuring five singers from the acclaimed and innovative Danish vocal ensemble Ars Nova.
The work’s three movements, composed by three international composers - Tiange Zhou (China), Blasio Kavuma (United Kingdom), and Arnannguaq Gerstrøm (Greenland) - are woven together through an electronic soundscape.
Each movement centres on one of the three materials - silk, sugar, and sand - exploring the history, materiality, and natural origins of raw resources that have influenced the course of global development. 
This unfolds through a visual journey of three sensory tableaux, featuring sculptural costumes, lighting, and stylised choreography. With each movement, a layer is shed, revealing a new materiality, a new era, and a new place, while the remnants of history accumulate in the space.
The libretto and staging are created by director Marie Dahl, who, after many years of close collaboration with Kirsten Dehlholm and the legendary performance company Hotel Pro Forma, has established Marie Dahl Assembly and created the first of several independent works.
In Silk. Sugar. Sand, past and present mirror one another: humanity’s desire for beauty, sweetness, and grandeur comes at a price.

Silk. Sugar. Sand is presented in a collaboration with The Culture Yard and Helsingør Teater as part of Passage Festival 2026. The premiere takes place in connection with Helsingør’s 600 year anniversary as a chartered market town – a historical framework that gives the work’s narrative about trade and raw materials a particular resonance. 
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CREDITS
ARTISTIC TEAM
Concept, Direction, Dramaturgy and Choreography: Marie Dahl (DK)
Vocal compositions:
Tiange Zhou (China)
Blasio Kavuma (UK)
Arnannguaq Gerstrøm (Greenland)
Electronic composition: Wilhelm Gustaf Ljunggren Dahl
Libretto: Marie Dahl
Performers:
5 singers – Ars Nova Copenhagen (mixed voices)
Conductor: Jesper Nordin
Lighting design: Jesper Kongshaug
Costumes: Ari Lin Sixten & Maja Lind Ziska
Scenography: Maja Lind Ziska
Producer: Lisbeth Jacobi

The performance is supported by The Danish Arts Foundation, the Augustinus Foundation, the Beckett Foundation, the Knud Højgaard Foundation, the Louis-Hansen Foundation, the Danish Musicians’ Union, and the William Demant Foundation
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			BULK by Wunderbaum (NL)
Thursday 30 July 19:45 
The Culture Harbour Kronborg, Helsingør

DURATION: 90 min. | AGE: From 14 years | LANGUAGE: Dutch with English sur-titles 

A hypnotic harbour performance. 
Every day an invisible flood of goods flows into our country. From gas to rubber ducks, from soy to vacuum cleaners – world trade never stops. Everything travels, everything moves, everything crosses political and geographical borders. But where does all this stuff come from? How do they find their way to our ports?
Together with musicians Moritz Bossmann and Quartus Vlak, Wunderbaum’s five performers create an energetic and hypnotic concert in the harbour about never-ending flows.
They make a list and seek order in the chaos. They categorise, inventory, classify to get a grip on the multitude. They sing and dance until they drop, get up again and fall again.
A swinging, musical and humorous performance with near-endless energy – one that may leave you breathless and change the way you look at your comfortable living room.
Because the flow never stops.
It is never enough.

CREDITS
By and with: Walter Bart, Wine Dierickx, Matijs Jansen, Maartje Remmers, Marleen Scholten
Light design: Maarten van Otterdijk
Composition: Moritz Bossmann
(Live) music: Moritz Bossmann, Wilhelm Hinkel
Sound: Jens Bakker
Light/ technical coordination: Martijn Nieuwenburg
Surtitles/ production management: Linda Visser
Costume: Sarah Hakkenberg
Photo: Kreuze, Lonneke Van Der Palen
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Helsingors byrum forvandles til en legende og levende scene.
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